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Subpart I—Procedures Imple-
menting the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969

SOURCE: 51 FR 15000, Apr. 22, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 1.1301 Basis and purpose. 
The provisions of this subpart imple-

ment Subchapter I of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969, as 
amended, 42 U.S.C. 4321–4335.

§ 1.1302 Cross-reference; Regulations 
of the Council on Environmental 
Quality. 

A further explanation regarding im-
plementation of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act is provided by 
theregulations issued by the Council on 
Environmental Quality, 40 CFR 1500–
1508.28.

§ 1.1303 Scope. 
The provisions of this subpart shall 

apply to all Commission actions that 
may or will have a significant impact 
on the quality of the human environ-
ment. To the extent that other provi-
sions of the Commission’s rules and 
regulations are inconsistent with the 
subpart, the provisions of this subpart 
shall govern. 

[55 FR 20396, May 16, 1990]

§ 1.1304 Information and assistance. 
For general information and assist-

ance concerning the provisions of this 
subpart, the Office of General Counsel 
may be contacted, (202) 632–6990. For 
more specific information, the Bureau 
responsible for processing a specific ap-
plication should be contacted.

§ 1.1305 Actions which normally will 
have a significant impact upon the 
environment, for which Environ-
mental Impact Statements must be 
prepared. 

Any Commission action deemed to 
have a significant effect upon the qual-
ity of the human environment requires 
the preparation of a Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS) and 
Final Environmental Impact State-
ment (FEIS) (collectively referred to as 
EISs) (see §§ 1.1314, 1.1315 and 1.1317). 
The Commission has reviewed rep-

resentative actions and has found no 
common pattern which would enable it 
to specify actions that will thus auto-
matically require EISs.

NOTE: Our current application forms refer 
applicants to § 1.1305 to determine if their 
proposals are such that the submission of en-
vironmental information is required (see 
§ 1.1311). Until the application forms are re-
vised to reflect our new environmental rules, 
applicants should refer to § 1.1307. Section 
1.1307 now delineates those actions for which 
applicants must submit environmental infor-
mation.

§ 1.1306 Actions which are categori-
cally excluded from environmental 
processing. 

(a) Except as provided in § 1.1307 (c) 
and (d), Commission actions not cov-
ered by § 1.1307 (a) and (b) are deemed 
individually and cumulatively to have 
no significant effect on the quality of 
the human environment and are cat-
egorically excluded from environ-
mental processing. 

(b) Specifically, any Commission ac-
tion with respect to any new applica-
tion, or minor or major modifications 
of existing or authorized facilities or 
equipment, will be categorically ex-
cluded, provided such proposals do not: 

(1) Involve a site location specified 
under § 1.1307(a) (1)–(7), or 

(2) Involve high intensity lighting 
under § 1.1307(a)(8). 

(3) Result in human exposure to ra-
diofrequency radiation in excess of the 
applicable safety standards specified in 
§ 1.1307(b).

NOTE 1: The provisions of § 1.1307(a) of this 
part requiring the preparation of EAs do not 
encompass the mounting of antenna(s) on an 
existing building or antenna tower unless 
§ 1.1307(a)(4) of this part is applicable. Such 
antennas are subject to § 1.1307(b) of this part 
and require EAs if their construction would 
result in human exposure to radiofrequency 
radiation in excess of the applicable health 
and safety guidelines cited in § 1.1307(b) of 
this part. The provisions of § 1.1307 (a) and (b) 
of this part do not encompass the installa-
tion of aerial wire or cable over existing aer-
ial corridors of prior or permitted use or the 
underground installation of wire or cable 
along existing underground corridors of prior 
or permitted use, established by the appli-
cant or others. The use of existing buildings, 
towers or corridors is an environmentally de-
sirable alternative to the construction of 
new facilities and is encouraged. The provi-
sions of § 1.1307(a) and (b) of this part do not 
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